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aH 
(ime STEPPING|STONES} ZA oe SINCE THE 
ip 5 Z ve POLICE HAVE 
| i 2 Le ALREADY DUG 
UP THE GARDEN, 


THEY WON'T LOOK 
IN HERE AGAIN! 


~__ MURDER CASE 


ALSO, THE 
GARDEN LOOKS 
ALITTLE MESSY 

NOW, SO EVEN IF 
YOU BURY THE 
HEAD, NOBODY 
WOLILD NOTICE! 





STORY: AMAGI SEIMARU ART: SATOU FUMIYA 


TCOULDN'T 
SLEEP, SOI 
WANTED TO. 
FIX IT BEFORE 
EVERYONE ELSE 
WOKE UP... 





WHAT ARE YOU 
‘TALKING ABOUT? 
L. DON'T 
BEAR SEEING q UNDERSTAND! 


THIS MESSY 





WHAT REALLY 
HAPPENED 
BEHIND THE 
SCENES OF 
THE CASES! 


SAKURAKO- 
SAN WAS 
MURDERED 
IN THE 
KARESANSUI 
GARDEN WITH 
HER THROAT 
BEING CUT... 


EVEN IF 
YOU DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


WHAT A 
PATHETIC 
EXCUSE! 


THERE'S 
NO OTHER 


THE CASE VERY WELL, 
THAT STARTED [lie Nay LET'S START 
EVERYTHING... / 





IN FACT, HER 
OLDER SISTER, 
KAORUKO-SAN! YY Z ql 
~ Y | THE ONE 
WHO KILLED 
SAKLURAKO- 
SAN WAS... 


EVEN AS SHE 
TOLD US ABOUT 
HER LAST EVER 


HER OWN 
SISTER? 


BEHIND HER y : THE ORIGIN 
FACADE AS A OF THIS CASE 
WAS ACTUALLY 


SOPHISTICATED 
IKEBANA THE REVENGE 
PORN PHOTO 


THAT WAS 
SPREAD OVER 
THE INTERNET. 


SO THAT 
MEANS IT HAD 
TO BE HER 
TWIN SISTER, 


KAORUKO-SAN! 
LIKE I HAVE 


EXPLAINED 
ALREADY, 
THE ONE IN 
THAT PHOTO 
KAORUKO- COULD NOT BE 
SAN HAD A ve 3 SAKURAKO- 
DIRTY SIDE . 3 SAN... 
TO HER... s 











GANRYUL- 
SENSE, WHO 
DIDN'T REALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
THE BEALITY 
OF TKEBANA 
WAS CHOSEN 
TO BE THE 
HEAD... 


WHICH 
BURDENED 
HER 60 MICH 
THAT SHE HAD 
TO TURN TO 
SOMETHING TO 
KEEP HER SANE. 





AND IT FELL 
(ON KAORUKO- 
SAN TO BEAR 

THE WEIGHT 
OF THE HOUSE 

ON HER OWN... 


THIS IS 
JUST A 
GUESS 
FROM MY 
SIDE... 


Ye) AND THAT 
bi] IS WHY SHE 
WOULD BE. } . y ACTED OLIT 
MARRIED Y DOING 
SOON. = J CRASS 
THINGS 
LIKE THIS. 


THE AKAIKE- 
AND SO, 7 STE HAD 
KAORUKO- ALREADY LOST 
SAN, FOR ‘MOST OF ITS 
HAD TO DO Fue sae . AND THAT DISCIPLES, 
EVERYTHING : SEEMED TO A 
OF THE ‘AND GANRYUU- 
SHE COULD BE THE MAJOR 
AKAIKE- ‘SENSE! WAS 
SO THE SULe. : CAUSE OF THE ECENDING 
ENGAGEMENT le i FINANCIAL MONEY 
WOULD GO ON % < DIFFICULTIES ~— CagerESSLy. 
SMOOTHLY. IN THE HOUSE. Z 





N) THERE WERE 
dil Some PEOPLE 
SHE'D HAD 
Suaren PHYSICAL SO SHE 
HE VILE WHO WeRE RELATIONS CUTALL 
PHOTO OF FURIOUS =~ WITH BACK AND TRIED || TIES WITH 
HER ON THE AT BEING TO START =] THE OTHER 
ES DUMPED AGAIN FROM SIDE OF 
WEBNEY Out oF SCRATCH. HER LIFE... 


THE BLUE. 





50 OF COURSE, EVEN FROM THE 
SAKURAKO-SAN NAME, IT'S CLEAR 
THAT THIS WAS 


WAS ONE OF THE 
FIRST PEOPLE TO ETTY 

APE ACT 
KNOW ABOLIT THIS. OF REVENGE... 


UPLOADED 
YOUR PICS 
TO THE 


INTERNET/ 


WHAT WILL 
YOUR DEAR 
FIANCE SAY 
IP HE SEES 
THAT, HUH? 
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EVERY, 
GOOD) 
ING) 
ALWAYS) 
HAPPENED) 
OTHERS 


HOW CAN 
TIUST...! 





JU STEM AK ES 
SAKURAK OS 


INO BODY) 


UASHE:S 


Y THAT'S 
RIGHT 


EVEN 
‘SAKURAKO'S 
DEATHS. 





SHE SPUN A 
STORY THAT 
SAKURAKO- 
SAN KILLED 
HERSELF AS. 
HER PRIVATE 
PHOTOS WERE 


LEAKED... 


SSNS 


AND MADE 

SURE TO 

ARRANGE 
HER DEATH 

60 THAT IT 
WOULD LOOK 
LIKE NOTHING 
BUT SUICIDE. 


WITHOUT 
MESSING 
UP THE 
SAND 
PATTERN. 


KAORUKO- 
SAN HEARD 
THE WHISPERS 
OF THE DEVIL 
IN HER EAR, 


ZS 
YY 


SUICIDE! 


I ASSUMED 
THAT IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO RETURN 
FROM THE 
ROCK ISLAND 
THAT'S IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
KARESANSUI 
GARDEN... 


H-HOW IS IT 
EVEN POSSIBLE 
TO ARRANGE IT 

‘SO THAT A 
MURDER LOOKS: 
LIKE A SUICIDE?! 





TURNS OLIT, 
THERE 1S 








WHERE 2 

SAKURAKO- : | Anenize 
ro COME BACK 
i yy | ' FROM THE 
LEAVING | 

A SINGLE | 
TRACE! 








W-WHAT?! 
ier T-IS THERE 
wee REALLY A 

| METHOD 
UKE THAT? 


STEPPING po 
STONE... 
T-THAT'S 


INVISIBLE 
STEPPING 
INVISIBLE?! 


STONE! 





NOW, TWILL 
GOTO THAT 
ROCK ISLAND 
WITHOUT LEAVING 
BEHIND A SINGLE 


BUT WHEN 
THE NIGHT 
COMES, 
Ir WILL 
SHOW ITS 
TRUE SELF! 





I WON'T 
LEAVE ANY 
FOOTPRINTS 
BEHIND! 





IF I JUST 
TAKE THE 
PATH THAT'S 
/LLUMINATED 
BY THESE 
GLOWING 
STEPPING 
STONES... 








AND HAVE 
BECOME 
BLOCK- 

SHAPED! 


THE PARTS 
OF SAND THAT 
WERE HIT BY 

THE RAYS OF 
LIGHT HAVE 
HARDENED 

THANKS TO 
A SPECIAL 
ADHESIVE 
LIQUID, .. 





AND THE 
BLOCK CAN 
EASILY 
WITHSTAND 
THEIR 

WEIGHT! 


EVEN AN 
ADULT CAN 
WALK ON 

THIS MUCH 

THICKNESS, 





SINCE IT's TL ACTUALLY 
BEHIND THE ere GOT THE IDEA 
GLAGE, HOW HOUSE IS $0 qHIee Boo 
DO YOU EVEN BEAUTIFUL! © AMACHIVA IN 

REPARIIT?: THE MIDDLE 


OH, IT'LL 
BE FINE 
EVEN IF 
WE DON'T 
REPAIR IT. 





THE SAND 
HAS BEEN 
HARDENED! 


WE'VE GOT 


DON'T HAVE ST, 
To neva a A HANDY 
r SPRAY LIKE 


THE SAND... THIS ONE. 


AND IF IT y A OWITH THIS 
GETS DIRTY, . LIQUID, THE 
We JUST ° SAND CAN BE 
HAVE TO 4 HARDENED 
USE THE DOWN TILL 
VACUUM z IT6 BASE. 
CLEANER! 





THEN, SHE 
REALIZED 





AND THE 
IDEA TO 
COMMIT 


MURDER 
LEAPT INTO 
HER MIND! 


AND TESTING 
HER WEIGHT 
ON IT TO 
MAKE SURE 
EVERYTHING 
WOULD GO 











THAT THE 
BEAM OF 
LIGHT THAT 
FELL ON THE 
GARDEN WAS: 


THAT COULD 
CONNECT THE 
CORRIDOR 
‘AND THE 
ISLAND OF 


POURING IT 
ACROSS THE 
ILLUMINATED 


RIGHT. SAND 60 THAT 
ITO HARDEN... 


PERHAPS 
KAORUKO- 
SAN WAS 
ONE OF THE 
REGULARS 
AND SHE OF THAT 
HEARD OF SHOP... 
THE SPECIAL 
LIQUID FROM 
THE SHOP'S 


OVER TIME, SHE 
MOVED SLOWLY 
ACROSS THE 
KARESANSUI 
GARDEN WITH 
THE SPECIAL 
LIQUID IN HER 













AND CAREFULLY 
WALKED OVER 
THE BLOCKS SHE 
HAD MADE UNTIL 
SHE REACHED THE 


/SLAND OF ROCKS. 












THEN, ON THAT 
FATEFUL DAY, 
SHE ATTACKED 
SAKURAKO-SAN 
AND MADE HER 
UNCONSCIOUS 
WITH DRUGS OR 
SOMETHING... 
















WITH THIS, 
IT HAVE 
PROTECTED FINALLY 
THE AKAIKE- OVER... 
SME... - z 


<2 


7) 


re 
\t 











ALL SHE HAD TO aa 
vo was ber THE THEN, WHEN 
PART OF A SAD, 7 A SOMEONE 
GRIEVING SISTER, f FOUND THE 
DEVASTATED BY BODY... 
THE DEATH OF 
HER TWIN... 


THE KARESANSUI | 


GARDEN WITHIN 
THE KYOUGOKU 





THE CULTURAL 
STATUS OF THE 
GARDEN MADE 
IT POSSIBLE 
FOR THE SAND EVEN IF IT 
BLOCKS TO BE WERE THE 
HIDDEN AWAY. SCENE OF A 
MURDER, THE 


POLICE WOULD 
EAM OF 
PTT TT 





NOT DRI 
MESSING IT UP. 





WHEN ACTUALLY, 


SHE WANTED TO 
GET RID OF THE 
STEPPING STONES 
IN THE GARDEN 
BEFORE ANYONE 

ELSE NOTICED. 


YOU KILLED 
HER AND 
SEVERED 
HER HEAD! 


SHE ACTED 
LIKE SHE 
WANTED TO 
RELIVE HER 


KAORUKO-SAN 
OFFERED TO 
PERSONALLY 
REPAIR THE 
KARESANUI 
GARDEN... 


BECAUSE 
OF THIS 
‘TRICK, WHEN 
THERE WAS 
A FAMILY 
MEETING 
APTER THE 


BUT BEFORE 
SHE WAS ABLE 
TO EVER GET TO 

DOING THAT... 








YOU MUST 
HAVE 
REALIZED IT | WHEN YOU 
INSTANTLY... SAW THE 
REVENGE 
PORN 
PHOTO... 





YOU PUT 
TWO AND TWO 
TOGETHER AND 
DEDUCED THAT 
SHE HAD KILLED 
SAKURAKO-SAN, 


AND WHEN 
KAORUKO- 
SAN WAS 
“MOURNING 
THE LOSS 
OF HER 
SISTER"... 


TKILLED 
KAORUKO- 
‘SAN...7! 


THAT THE 
ONE IN THE 
PHOTO 
WASN'T 
SAKURAKO- 
SAN... 





BUT 
ACTUALLY 
KAORUKO- 

SAN! 

































BACK WHEN 
SAKURAKO- 
SAN HAD 
GONE TO 
HOKKAIDO 
FOR WORK... 


(ON THE SAME 
DAY, A NOTE 


AGAINST YOUR ACTUALLY, 
ja = T ALREADY 

NAME, SAYING =e 

THAT YOU HAD TOOK A LOOK 

TAKEN LEAVE i AT THE WORK 

10 GO 70 YOUR ROSTER OF 


FAMILY HOME... 7 = EVERYONE IN 
E THE HOUSE... 


YOUR HOME WAS 





















THE MOST 

YOU'D NEED ih arf LOCATED IN THE 
1S ONE DAY FACED A NORTHERNMOST 
OF REST, TIRESOME PART OF KYOTO, 
BUT YOU EXACTLY IN THE 


wap TAKEN JOURNEY... 
THREE FULL 
DAYS OFF! 






THAT'S 


BECAISE 
LT NOU WENT. vd YOU DIDN'T 


TO HOKKAIDO GOTO YOUR 
ALONG WITH r : OWN HOME 
SAKURAKO-SAN! : ATALL... 




































THE ONE 
WHO KILLED 
GANRYUU- 
SENSE! AND 
KAORUKO- 
SAN, WHO'D 
PREVIOUSLY 
KILLED HER 
OWN SISTER, 
SAKURAKO- 
SAN... 








